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Republicans put forward an energy
proposal, a plan that gets at the root of
the problem rather than at increased
dependence on OPEC. The Republican
plan would increase the supply of
American energy and bolster American
jobs while lowering our dependence on
foreign oil.

Meanwhile, Democratic suggestions
for addressing high gas prices ranged
from driving slower to more frequent
oil changes. This is a debate we are
eager to have. One wonders if the rea-
son our friends are stalling on the FAA
bill is that they are worried about ex-
posing the fact that they have no plan
for gas prices.

But Americans who are paying close
to $4 a gallon for gasoline do not par-
ticularly care which party comes up
with the idea; they would like some ac-
tion.

————

CYCLONE DEATHS IN BURMA

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, my
prayers go out to the families of those
killed in Burma in this past weekend’s
natural disaster. Initial estimates re-
ported the cyclone killed more than
22,000 people and tens of thousands
more are missing.

Yesterday, First Lady Laura Bush
announced that the United States is
prepared to provide assistance and sup-
plies to Burma, but at this time the
Government has not accepted our offer.

I urge the Burmese Government to
move quickly and accept the offer of
the American people and act in the
best interests of the population.

——————

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL
FOR AUNG SAN SUU KYI

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
had a chance earlier this morning to
attend the signing ceremony for legis-
lation to award Aung San Suu Kyi the
Congressional Gold Medal. I wish to
thank the President and the First Lady
for their continued support on this
issue.

For more than 20 years, Aung San
Suu Kyi’s support for justice and de-
mocracy has placed her at odds with
the tyranny and oppression of the Bur-
mese junta. She and her supporters
have combated the brutality of the
junta with peaceful protests and resist-
ance. Suu Kyi has chosen dignity as
her weapon, and she has found allies
around the world to aid her in this
struggle.

By awarding Suu Kyi the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, we are letting the
world know the American people would
stand with her and the freedom-loving
people of Burma.

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT CHRISTOPHER T. HEFLIN

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I rise
today because there is a family in Ken-
tucky that has lost their beloved son in
this time of war. SGT Christopher T.
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Heflin of Paducah, KY, was killed on
November 16, 2004, during combat oper-
ations in the Al Anbar Province of
Iraq. He was 26 years old.

For his valor in service as a U.S. ma-
rine, Sergeant Heflin earned several
medals, awards and decorations, in-
cluding the Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medal, two Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medals, the
National Defense Service Medal, two
Meritorious Masts and the Purple
Heart.

Sergeant Heflin’s mother, Meleasa
Ellis, still remembers well the day
Chris told her he intended to enlist in
the Marine Corps. ‘“When he was a sen-
ior [in high school], he came home
[and] said, ‘Mom, I need to talk to
you,”” she says. “‘I want to join the
Marines,” he said. I said why? His re-
sponse: ‘I want to serve my country.’”

Before the Marines, there was foot-
ball, Chris’s first love as a child. He
started playing in sixth grade and by
high school had become the starting
center on the team, wearing the No. 50
jersey.

‘‘He was a young man who led by ex-
ample . . . . He played center and was
always one of the hardest-working
players I had,” says Jeff Sturm, Chris’s
head football coach at Reidland High
School in Paducah. ‘“‘He was just a
quality young man. I just hate to see it
happen, but I’m proud that he was over
there defending his country. That’s the
way he led his life.”

Growing up, Chris also was a member
of the National Hockey League Asso-
ciation of Ohio and of Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church in Paducah. He had an
afterschool job at Taco John’s. He en-
joyed riding his four-wheeler, which he
called his ‘‘country Cadillac,”” and he
had recently taken up deer hunting.

The vigorous life suited Chris, who
was always on the go. ““If he sat still, it
was just because he had to eat,” re-
members his brother Cory Heflin. “If I
had any problems, I could come to him.
He was always there if I needed some-
one to talk to. We always stuck to-
gether. Now he’s going to a better
home.”

Cory and other family members also
remember how active Chris was in vol-
unteer work. His favorite program was
the Marine Corps Reserves’ Toys for
Tots, which collects toys for needy
children at Christmas. Chris made sure
to do his part every year.

‘““He missed a lot of Thanksgivings
with us to make sure the kids had
Christmas,” his mother Meleasa re-
calls. “During Thanksgiving, he was
helping wherever he was with Toys for
Tots; he had a passion for kids. He
would have been a great dad someday.”’

Chris graduated from Reidland High
School in 1997 and signed up with the
Marine Corps 5 days afterwards. He
would go on to serve with them for
nearly 8 years. By the time he deployed
to Iraq, Chris was assigned to the 3rd
Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, based at Camp Pen-
dleton, CA.

May 6, 2008

One of his first assignments put him
behind a desk. Chris communicated his
displeasure to his friend, the Reverend
Larry Davidson, the man who had bap-
tized Chris when he was a young teen-
ager. ‘‘He said that was not what he
wanted to be here for,” the Reverend
Davidson says. ‘“‘He wanted to be on the
battlefield.”

Chris would move on to spend 3 years
training reservists in weapons and
equipment use in Moundsville, WV.
While there, he worked with John
Nanny, commandant of the Wheeling,
WYV, Marine Corps League.

Chris “‘was a Marine’s Marine,”” John
says. “‘He was always gung-ho and fired
up about what he did.”

In June 2004, Chris was deployed to
Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. His mother Meleasa remembers
the day Chris gave her the news, in
April 2004.

Meleasa says Chris ‘‘told me he was
leaving for Iraq. I could do nothing but
weep,”’” Meleasa says. ‘‘He told me, re-
member the reason I joined the Ma-
rines? I have to go and fight for our
country. He fought till the last day,
November 16, 2004.”

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the Heflin family after the tragic loss
of this brave Marine. We are thinking
of Chris’s mother Meleasa Ellis; his
brothers, Cory Heflin, Josh Hicks, and
Derek Ellis; his grandparents, Marvin
and Marie Salsbury; his aunts and un-
cles, Lisa and Pete Witenberger and
Tim and Diane Salsbury; and many
other beloved family members and
friends.

More than 200 people turned out for
Chris’s funeral at the Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church, officiated by Chris’s
friend, the Reverend Davidson. Later,
at the Woodlawn Memorial Gardens
cemetery, Chris was laid to rest with a
21-gun salute.

Two marines folded the flag that had
draped over his casket and presented it
to his brother Derek, who is also serv-
ing in the Marine Corps as a lance cor-
poral.

When Chris was a small child, his
grandfather, Marvin, would take him
fishing. Chris had so much fun that
when the visits were over, he would tell
his mother to go get his clothes and
bring them back to his grandparents’
house so he could stay with them.

Marvin still remembers the last time
he spoke to his grandson, just before
Chris deployed to Iraq. ‘“‘Son, I want to
ask you something,” Marvin said. ‘“‘Are
you right with the Lord?”’

‘“Yes, Pa, I am,” Chris replied, using
the nickname for his grandfather he
had used since childhood.

The loss that the Heflin family has
suffered can never be fully healed. But
it is my hope that every person who
hears Chris’s story is inspired by and
draws strength from it.

The little boy Marvin once took fish-
ing grew up to become a man, a patriot
and a marine who stepped forward to
serve his country. This Senate salutes
SGT Christopher T. Heflin’s service,
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and we will forever honor his sacrifice.
Our Nation is richer today for what he
did on behalf of freedom’s cause.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Washington
State.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to use leader time
for our side.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered

———
FAA AND GAS PRICES

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I want
to respond to some of the opening re-
marks of the Republican leader.

The Senate is going to vote this
afternoon on cloture on the FAA mod-
ernization bill. This is an extremely
important piece of legislation. It is bi-
partisan. We agreed unanimously last
week to go to this bill. It has been
stalled on procedural motions ever
since. This is a critical piece of legisla-
tion that all of us know we need to get
to. I will be speaking later this morn-
ing on that bill. But I wanted to ad-
dress the remarks of the Republican
leader in particular, who said the Re-
publicans were going to block the mo-
tion to invoke cloture this afternoon
because of ‘‘extraneous measures’” in
the bill.

I remind my colleagues, the majority
leader was on the floor of the Senate
last week offering numerous alter-
natives to the Republican side to allow
them to offer amendments, to allow
them to move forward on this bill, to
come to some agreement to move for-
ward.

It is disappointing to hear they still
object. Of the extraneous amendments,
one has to do with the highway trust
fund and the fact that we are out of
money and need to address that issue.
It is addressed in a bipartisan way in
this bill. It is badly needed for roads,
bridges, and highway construction, and
it is a responsibility with which we
should proceed. The other one has to do
with reimbursing New York for money
from 9/11. This is not controversial. It
was agreed upon after 9/11.

The budget the President sent to us
says it is necessary, and it is in this
bill because it is important that we get
that done and move it forward. This
legislation allows us the opportunity
to do so.

These are not controversial issues. It
is important that we move forward on
this legislation. I hope our colleagues
will agree to do that this afternoon.

Finally, I heard this morning that
our Republican colleagues say that
Democrats aren’t going to deal with
the gas tax issue. I assure everyone, we
understand this issue. When we go
home and see gas prices nearing $4 a
gallon, when we hear from truck driv-
ers and people who are trying to get to
work or to grocery stores, the price is
really hurting them. We are doing ev-
erything we can on this side—and have
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been—to try to move us forward in a
way that addresses this crisis, but we
recognize there are no short-term,
easy, quick fixes. We know the same-
old, same-old of promising drilling that
would not produce anything for 10
years or giving away more money to
the oil companies as an incentive is not
the right way to get constituents to a
place where they believe gas prices are
again affordable. We are in the process
of putting together a comprehensive
piece of legislation that the Demo-
cratic leader will announce this week. I
look forward to having our colleagues
on the other side move forward with us
on that comprehensive package to ad-
dress the gas price issue facing our con-
stituents.

With that, we will be now moving to
a period of morning business. I look
forward to addressing the Senate later
on the FAA authorization bill.

I yield the floor.

—————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to a period of
morning business for up to 1 hour, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each, with the time equally
divided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first half and
the majority controlling the final half.

The Senator from Pennsylvania.

———

NOMINATION PROCESS

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have
sought recognition to speak about the
nomination process, to be followed by
Senators CORNYN and KYL.

The situation is desperate at the
present time, as the Senate has re-
verted to a longstanding policy in the
last 2 years where the White House is
controlled by one party and the Senate
by another. The nominees of President
Bush are being inappropriately
blocked. During the course of the last 2
years of the Clinton administration,
there were 15 circuit judges confirmed,
57 district judges, contrasted with only
7 circuit judges confirmed during the
last 2 years of the Bush administra-
tion, and 38 district judges. For the en-
tire 8 years, President Clinton has 65
circuit confirmations contrasted with
only 58 for President Bush. President
Clinton had 305 district confirmations
contrasted with only 241.

Regrettably, this has been the pat-
tern for the past 20 years—in the last 2
yvears of President Reagan’s adminis-
tration, when the Senate was con-
trolled by Democrats; in the last 2
years of President Bush the first; and
in the 6 years Republicans controlled
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the Senate during President Clinton’s
administration.

The issue has been raised by Demo-
crats about the inappropriate blocking
by Republicans of the Clinton adminis-
tration. I have agreed with them. I
voted to confirm the Clinton judges
who were qualified. The action taken
was not appropriate, and I disagreed
with my caucus. But now my caucus is
right.

An agreement had been reached—a
good-faith agreement, so to speak—by
leadership to confirm three circuit
judges between now and Memorial Day.
The Democrats had chosen three nomi-
nees: Judge Helene White, Mr.
Kethledge, and Justice Agee, who are
really out of turn. It would be much
more appropriate to take up dJudge
Conrad who has been waiting 290 days
for a hearing; Mr. Matthews, who has
been waiting 240 days for a hearing; or
Mr. Keisler, who has been waiting 675
days for a committee vote.

The chairman obviously has the right
to make the selection on the calendar,
but it is important to note that this se-
lection was made without any con-
sultation with the Republicans, which
is a sharp shift in practice from what
happened during the last Congress
when I chaired the committee and Sen-
ator LEAHY was ranking. The White
House wanted the confirmation hear-
ings of Chief Justice Roberts to start
on August 29. I had serious questions
about the wisdom of doing that and
consulted with Senator LEAHY exten-
sively. Senator LEAHY was totally op-
posed. I made the decision to start the
hearings after Labor Day, after due and
appropriate consultation with the
Democrats.

Similarly, on the nomination of Jus-
tice Alito, the White House wanted the
confirmation completed by Christmas.
Again, I had severe concerns about
hurrying the process. I consulted ex-
tensively with Senator LEAHY, and
then I made the decision to start the
hearings in January. Let the record
show after the confirmations were
completed successfully, President Bush
agreed with the judgment to hold the
hearings when they were scheduled.
That is the sort of comity which is in-
dispensable if this body is to function.

There are grave concerns raised
about the scheduling of the confirma-
tion of Judge Helene White because,
simply stated, there is not enough time
to do it and do it right. Judge White
was nominated on April 15, less than a
month ago. Her questionnaire was not
received until April 25. The FBI inves-
tigation was not begun until April 25.
The ABA report cannot be completed
until May 19 at the earliest. After
Judge White’s hearing, which is sched-
uled hastily for May 7, the committee
typically leaves the record open for 1
week, which would close the record on
May 14. If there are questions for the
record, Judge White would have 1 week
to answer those questions, which would
bring us to May 21. If the nomination is
held over for a week, that would put us
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